ENGAGED
PEDAGOGIES
THE BARD IWT CERTIFICATE IN LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES

At the heart of liberal education is the act of teaching. —Vartan Gregorian
The Bard College Institute for Writing and Thinking Certificate in Liberal Arts and Sciences (LAS) provides educators with
student-centered frameworks for the practical application of LAS educational theories in both disciplinary and interdisciplinary
classrooms.. This intensive 160-hour program, composed of a sequence of graduated workshops, introduces faculty to pedagogies
of critical engagement.
Working with their peers, faculty are provided opportunities to reflect on what fosters students’ capacities for thinking critically,
communicating proficiently, and retaining and transferring knowledge to new situations.
Certificates will be awarded after participants complete a series of experiential weeklong workshops—see reverse for details—and
an action-based, reflective research paper.
Who We Are The Bard College Institute for Writing and Thinking designs unique hands-on professional development workshops—
tailoring them to the specific needs of the institution, program, or discipline. Frequent planning sessions (in person and via Skype),
administrative meetings, class visits, faculty talks, and intensive workshops introduce and reinforce IWT’s innovative pedagogical
practices, supporting the faculty as they adapt their teaching and course content to bolster their liberal arts curricula. Workshops
are limited to 15 participants and are communal and collaborative. Professors write together, exchange ideas, and focus on
unlocking their students’ struggles to engage ideas and to produce expressive, well‑developed, and engaged writing.
Unlike so many lecture-format professional development programs for teachers, IWT workshops are intellectually rigorous,
engaging, and effective programs in which all participants experience the practices they’ll bring to their students. Time and again,
IWT participants report that these workshops have transformed who they are as teachers and fundamentally changed how they
use writing in the classroom.
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Requirements for Earning a Certificate Participants must complete one workshop in each of the four categories below and an
action-based, reflective research paper. Complete descriptions of each workshop can be found on our website, writingandthinking.org.
Please note: We expect certificate recipients to share their IWT pedagogical work with their institutions. However, the certificate
does not qualify a recipient to become an IWT associate, which is a position that requires additional training and development.
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Final Requirement The action-based, reflective research paper combines description and analysis of, and reflection on, a course
design that illustrates an understanding of liberal arts learning and student-centered pedagogies as introduced through the
practices learned in the workshop series.
A liberal arts education is seen as a fundamental part of the process of democratization and as a means of promoting an active and engaged
citizenry. In other parts of the world, educators are turning to liberal arts education because they recognize the limits of old teaching
methods, particularly in light of competition from new technology, and because they understand that contemporary modes of thinking, and
the demands of the contemporary marketplace, require them to move beyond the constraints of rigid disciplinary structures.
—Jonathan Becker, Vice President for Academic Affairs, Bard College

